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DV. The Words ...........ccecssscsessssesssccsececessecssaees p9 
It’s just like an ordinary dictionary, except there 
aren’t any of those funny little symbols that 


explain how you’re supposed to pronounce each 
word. Sorry about that. 


MUNG GS) sisaisesscorcociveewesssniauatstsicaieinsavocsatounel p83 
These are the pesky little combinations of 
punctuation marks that people put in their 
messages when they’re far too lazy write what — 
they really mean. 


OS ps9 
A long, long list of letters which people use when 
they’re to lazy to write out what they really mean. 
The Devil’s work, mostly. 


4. Future Publishing and the Internet .....p93 
FutureNet is Europe’s busiest World Wide Web site, 
and if you haven't visited it at least a dozen times 
in the last week, then you've missed all the 
groovy new pages they keep putting up. Make 
sure you turn to page 96 to save time, money 

and effort when you subscribe to .met and 

The .net Directory. 
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Work is a four-letter word 


Which is why we didn’t include it in the 
dictionary. Wouldn't want to upset anyone with 
pointless profanity, would we? Oh no. Having 
said that, you will find some rather fruity 
abbreviations in the acronym section that will 
Cause a few titters in playgrounds across the 
country, but grown ups would have to be pretty 
lazy not to to think of a better insult than FOAD. 

Depending on where you look, the language 
you find on the Internet can be just as coarse — 
the alt.tasteless newsgroup probably isn’t a 
good place to visit if you’re easily offended. But 
what's far worse than a bit of effin’ and blindin’ is 
computer jargon, impenetrable technospeak that 
makes you feel like a complete outsider just 
because you can’t banter about bits and baud 
and binary with the best of the berks. 

There is no Earthly excuse why people need 
to shine this blinding light of incomprehension in 
your eyes, which is why, at the back of this book, 
you'll find instructions for turning it into a handy 
eye-shield/sunglasses combo. We humbly submit 
that our Internet Dictionary is a fashion accessory 
that’s destined to become de rigeur as the Net 
gets ever more popular. Flares? Forget ‘em. Mini 
skirts? Came and went. Shell suits? Pah. Baggies? 
Gone. Internet Dictionary eye-shield/sunglasses 
combo? Forever yours. 


Richard Longhurst 
rionghurst@futurenet.co.uk 
Editor, .net 
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ble Use Policy 
Accepta This is a policy statement made by 


Internet service provider, and 
indicates the type of use which is 
permissible from that connection. 


Access Provider 
See Service Provider 


Ack An acknowledgement number 
carried in the TCP header that tells 
a TCP sender the sequence number 
of the byte which the TCP receiver 
expects next. 


Acrobat Multimedia authoring system from 
Adobe for creating fancy 
presentations. The Amber plug-in 
for Netscape enables you to view 
Acrobat documents within Web 
pages. http://www.adobe.com/ 


Acronym = Acronyms are widely used on the 
Internet, and are words that are 
derived from the initial letters of a 
phrase or saying. For example, 
IMHO is a commonly used 
acronym for In My Humble 
Opinion. To make things slightly 
more complicated, however, not all 
Internet acronyms are really 
acronyms at all. Some are phonetic 
abbreviations such as BCNU for “be 
seeing you”. An Acronym 
Dictionary is included towards the 
back of this book. 


ActiveX New browser technology for 
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Address 


Microsoft's Internet Explorer 3, 
enabling interactive controls to be 
embedded in Web pages. 


This can be either the address of a 
user of a system, as in an e-mail 
address (required so the message 
sent can be directed to a particular 
person) or the address of a site on 
the Internet. 


Address book 


A feature of most e-mail programs 
that enables the user to store e-mail 
addresses for easy access. Many 
allow the use of aliases so as to get 
around the problems of 
remembering complicated e-mail 
addresses. See also alias. 


Advanced Research Projects Agency 


AFS 


Alias 


ARPA was the US Defense Projects 
(see also department agency that 
was DARPA) responsible for the 
early development of the Internet, 
then known as the ARPANET, back 
in the 1960s and 1970s. The brief 
was to develop a communications 
network that would not be 
disrupted in the event of a nuclear 
attack, and that would enable 
military researchers to exchange 
information. 


A set of protocols, similar to NFS, 
that allow for the use of files on 
another network machine as if they 
were on your local machine. 


It is possible when using, for 
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example, electronic mail to 
establish an alias (or nickname) for 
your user name (if your e-mail 
program allows this). So any e-mail 
sent to cyborg would actually be 
delivered to boringman@ 
bigsystem.com if the user had 
established cyborg as an alias 

for boringman. 


Alt One of the categories of Usenet 
newsgroups. Alt stands for 
Alternative, and these newsgroups 
are generally amongst the most 
controversial on Usenet. 


Alta Vista Excellent World Wide Web and 
Usenet search engine. http:// 
www.altavista.digital.com/ 


Ameol The officially supported off-line 
reader for CIX. It features a number 
of ways of making Internet access 
easier, and cheaper, like the off-line 
Usenet support for example. A very 
nice program, providing you are a 
Windows user of course! 


America Online 
One of the fastest growing on-line 


services and Internet service 
providers in the USA and UK. 


AmiTCP The Amiga implementation of the 
Internet protocol required to 
enable Internet access. 


Analogue Signals 
Continuous but varying 
waveforms, an example being the 


net The Internet Dictionary 


The Words 


13 





Anchors 


voice tones transmitted over a 
telephone line. 


The hypertext links that are 
embedded within a World Wide 
Web (HTML) document. Anchors 
enable the user to jump from one 
piece of information to a related 
item no matter where on the 
Internet the information may 

be stored. 


Marc Andreessen 


Co-founder of Netscape and very 
rich man. 


Anonymous FTP 


There are a great many sites on the 
Internet that allow anyone to 
connect and transfer files from their 
public directories. These are known 
as Anonymous FTP sites and form 
the backbone of file transfer for the 
majority of Internet users. 


Annotations 


ANSI 


AOL 


AppleLink 


Personal text messages that may be 
added to local World Wide Web 
documents when using a browser 
such as Mosaic. 


American National Standards 
Institute, responsible for approving 
standards in many areas. 


See America Online. 


This is a commercial on-line service 
for users of Apple computers. 
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Applet 


Application 


Arc 


Archie 


Archive 


The Words 


This is Apple’s Local Area Network 
(LAN) software which enables 
Apple computers to share 
resources. 


The new(ish) name for small 
applications written in the Java 
programming language. For 
example, you might have a Java 
applet that embeds an animation in 
a Web page. 


A piece of software that performs a 
useful function. 


To create a compressed archive of 
a file, or group of files, using the 
PKARC compression program. Now 
very dated, but many arc’ed files 
are still to be found on the Internet. 


Archie is an Internet resource that 
will search for the locations of files 
that are available by Anonymous 
FTP. You supply Archie with a 
keyword and it will return a list of 
Anonymous FTP sites which contain 
files that match, right down to 
including the exact filename and 
directory structure to enable you to 
easily go and retrieve the file in 
question. Archie is also available for 
use by e-mail if you don’t have a 
full Internet connection. 


A file, or group of files, that have 
been compressed to form one 
smaller file. Depending on the 
program used to compress the 
archive, it will bear one of many 
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ARQ 


Article 


ASCIl 


ASCH Art 
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file extensions, including .lha .zip 
.arc .Zoo .tar 


Automatic Repeat Request. An error 
control protocol! used by Miracom 
modems. 


A message posted to a Usenet 
newsgroup is most commonly 
referred to as an article. 


American Standard Code for 
Information Interchange. A code 
supported by just about every 
computer manufacturer to 
represent letters, numbers, and 
special characters. 


Artwork composed entirely of ASCII 
characters, most often seen as part 
of long and flamboyant signature 
files on Usenet. 


Assigned Numbers 


Numbers that are assigned by the 
Internet Assigned Numbers 

Authority for various elements of a 
network protocol implementation. 


Asynchronous 


A form of data transmission which 
allows information to be sent at 
irregular intervals. 


AT Command Set 


The command language for 
modems that was developed by 
Hayes and has now become an 
industry standard. 
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Attachment 
Binary files that have been 


UUencoded, or sent using the 
MIME standard, and delivered as 
part of an e-mail message are said 
to be attachments. 


Auntie The Bulletin Board operated by the 
BBC Networking Club. 


Automagically 
When an action is carried out by a 
software command being buried in 
an e-mail message. Used for 
validating registered copies of 
shareware programs for example. 
Can also be used to replace a 
complicated explanation of a 
process, for example saying that 
“it was done automagically” rather 
than bother explaining in detail. 


Backbone One of the networks that connect 
other networks to the Internet. For 
example the NSFNET is one of the 
main backbones of the Internet. 


Bandwidth The difference in Hertz between 
the highest and lowest frequencies 
of a transmission channel. Usually 
used to describe the amount of 
traffic through a particular 
newsgroup or conference. 


Bang Path An old UUCP e-mail address 
system. 


Banner A message displayed by an on-line 
system when you execute certain 
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commands. For example, there 
may be a “login banner” which 
displays information about the 
system when you first connect to it, 
such as the one at Cix. System 
managers, or Wizards, on Delphi 
may have a banner displayed when 
you enter their SIG. 


Baseband A digital signalling technique used 
in Ethernet local area networks. 


Batch A method of collecting several files 
together before downloading. 


BatchFTP An easy way to get several files 
from various FTP sites together 
before downloading from a 
terminal Internet service provider 
such as CIX. 


Baud A unit of measurement denoting 
the number of transitions in 
modem signal per second. Each 
transition may carry more than one 
bit of information. 


BBCNC The BBC Networking Club is one of 
the new Internet service providers 
in the UK. 


BBS Bulletin Board System. An on-line 
service which can be completely 
stand alone, such as the support 
BBSs that are operated by many 
computer equipment suppliers, or 
part of a network such as Fidonet. 

s Many BBSs now have links to the 
Internet by way of offering users 
Internet e-mail, and some have 
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Bigot 


BinHex 


Bionet 


Bis 


Bit 


BITNET 


The Words P 


Usenet news feeds as well. A 
number of BBSs have entered the 
Internet service provision market 
offering terminal connections to 
the Internet. 


A character type found, sadly, too 
often in cyberspace (just as in the 
real world). 


A Mac program to convert binary 
code to ASCII ready for transfer 
over the Internet by e-mail. Similar 
to UUencoding for PC users. Files 
that have been converted using 
BinHex will have the filename 
extension of .hqx 


A category of Usenet Newsgroups 
which deals with matters biological 
and ecological. 


Often seen used in connection with 
modem standards. Bis is the French 
word for repeat. 


A unit of measurement that 
represents one character of data. A 
bit is the smallest unit of storage in 
a computer. 


An IBM based academic computer 
network. BITNET is an acronym for 
“Because It’s Time, NETwork.” 


Bits Per Second 


Blinking 


The speed at which bits are 
transmitted. 


Using an Off-Line Reader to access 
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an on-line system. 


Block Data consisting of a fixed number 
of characters or records, moved as 
a single unit during transmission. 


Body The part of an electronic mail 
message that contains the actual 


message text, as opposed to the 
mail header for example. 


Bookmark A method of marking interesting 
sites when you visit them, so as to 
make returning to them as easy as 
possible at a later date. Commonly 
used by Gopher software and 
WWW browsers such as Mosaic 
from Netscape. 


Boolean Search 
A method of searching for 
information within a database 
using certain operators such as 
AND and OR. Boolean searching is 
implemented when using Veronica 
for example. 


Bot An automated character in a Multi 
User Dungeon game, for example a 
small furry hedgehog that will bite 
your legs off if you perform certain 
actions (like kicking it). Bots are 
also used sometimes in Internet 
Relay Chat sessions where they 
mimic a real user without the other 
users realising it (well, until the 
responses become obvious that is). 


Bounce When e-mail is returned due to a 
failure to deliver. 
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Bridge 


Broadband 


Brownouts 


Browser 


Buffer 


Byte 


Cable 


A device that connects two or 
more physical networks and 
forwards packets between them. 


A transmission method often used 
to send different kinds of signal at 
the same time, like voice and data 


for example. 


Increasingly common phenomenon 
in which several servers on the Net 
get overloaded as they try cope 
with the Net traffic after another 
server has crashed. 


A program that is used for 
exploring the Net. The term is 
most commonly applied to the 
software used to browse the World 
Wide Web. Examples of World 
Wide Web browsers include 
Navigator, Internet Explorer, 
Mosaic, WinWeb, Cello, and Lynx. 


A memory area used as a 
temporary storage device for data 
during input/output operations. 


A group of binary digits that are 
stored and operated upon as 
a unit. 


A bunch of insulated wires with 
end connectors, an example being 
a serial cable. 


Call For Votes 


Often reduced to the acronym of 
CFY, a call for votes is part of the 
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CARL 


Carrier 


Cascade 


cc 


CCITT 


Cello 
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Usenet newsgroup creation 
process. This process isn’t required 
when creating an alt group. 


The Colorado Alliance of Research 
Laboratories features a document 
delivery service and an impressive 
database system. 


A signal of continuous frequency 
capable of being modulated with 
another information carrying signal. 


An art form usually restricted to 
Usenet newsgroups. In fact there 
are groups devoted to the art of 
cascading. It involves quoting a 
previous message and then adding 
a quote to it, both these get 
quoted and another added, and so 
on in a cascade of quotes. It all 
looks very pretty, means absolutely 
nothing, and wastes valuable 
bandwidth. So don’t do it! 


Acronym for Courtesy Copy. See 
also Courtesy Copy. 


International Consultative 
Committee for Telegraphy and 
Telephony. An organisation that 
produces international technical 
standards for data communications. 
Has recently been replaced by the 
ITU-T. 


A World Wide Web graphical 


browser program for Windows 
users. 
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CERN The European Laboratory for 
Particle Physics, based in Geneva, 
and the birthplace of the World 
Wide Web. And in case you were 
wondering, the Acronym CERN is 
derived from Conseil Europeen 
pour la Recherche Nucleaire (the 
centre’s previous name). 


Character A binary representation of a letter, 
number or symbol. 


CIM The CompuServe Information 
Manager is the officially supported 
access program for CompuServe, 


CIS CompuServe, the American on-line 
information service. 


CityScape A UK Internet service provider. 


CIxX Compulink Information eXchange. 
The largest conferencing system in 
the UK. 

Cix The Commercial Internet 


Exchange, an agreement among 
Internet Service Providers regarding 
the commercial use of the Internet. 
Not to be confused with the 
Compulink Information eXchange | 
although it often is as they share 
the same acronym. | 
| 


Cixen People who use the Compulink 
Information eXchange. 


ClariNet = A commercial on-line publisher 


that produces a number of news- 
related Usenet newsgroups. These 
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Jim Clark 


groups are only available to those 
service providers, or individuals, 
who have paid the necessary 
subscription fees. 


Co-founder of Netscape and very 
rich man. 


Class A Network 


An Internet network that can define 
a maximum of 16,777,215 hosts. 
Current limitations specify a 
maximum of 128 such Class A 
networks, and this figure is fast 
being reached. Class A networks 
are usually large government or 
educational establishments. 


Class B Network 


An Internet network that can define 
a maximum of 65,535 hosts. These 
are limited to a total of 16,384 
currently and the number of Class 
B Networks is a long way off of that 
figure. Usually a Class B Network 
will be a corporate or some other 
such organisation that is expected 
to show some growth. 


Class C Network 


An Internet network that can define 
a maximum of 256 hosts. These are 
limited to a total of 2,097,152 
currently and the number of Class 
C Networks is even less than Class 
B ones at the moment! Generally 
speaking these networks will be 


- allocated to small businesses, 


bulletin board systems, and 
individuals with direct connections. 
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Class 1 


Class 2 


Client 


The Words 





A standard for fax modems that is 
far too complicated to cover here! 


See Class 1. 
An application that extracts 


information from a server on your 
behalf. 


Client-Server 


The basis upon which many 
Internet applications run. A client 
program will reside on your 
computer and present you, the 
user, with a pretty and easy to 
understand interface. You ask the 
client program to do something 
and it will go and ask the server, 
which resides elsewhere on the 
Internet, to perform that task. The 
server, which doesn’t have to worry 
about looking pretty or being easy 
to use, will go and do the donkey 
work and then return the 
information requested to the client. 
The client will then present this 
information to the user, again 
prettily and easily. Examples of the 
client-server model used on the 
Internet include Archie, Gopher, 
and the World Wide Web. 


Clipper Chip 
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A microchip that contains 

encryption methods that have 

been proposed by the United 

States National Security Agency, 

and which has created uproar and 
anger among Internet users on the | 
other side of the big pond. 
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Freedom of expression could be 
compromised if the Clipper Chip 
becomes standard, maybe even 
compulsory through legislation in 
the USA, as it would mean that law 
enforcement agencies and secret 
squirrel organisations could easily 
monitor on-line communications. 


Coke machines 


Com 


A number of Coke machines, and 
other food and drink vending 
machines, are accessible via the 
Internet. Particularly common on 
University campus’s in the USA, the 
machines can be “fingered” by 
Internet users and get information 
returned regarding the amount of 
change contained, temperature of 
drinks etc. Yet another blindingly 
useful application of the Internet 
in action. Not! 


A top-level domain name that 
denotes a US business concern. For 
example, in an e-mail address of 
bloke@company.com, the .com 
part of the domain address refers 
to the fact that the company is a, 
er, company. 


Command Line Interface 


Also known by the acronym of CLI. 
A particularly user unfriendly 
method of interaction between 
computer and user. Thankfully the 
Internet has fast forwarded to the 
use of graphical user interfaces and 
the days of the CLI could well soon 
be numbered. Hurrah! 
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Communications Decency Act 


The US's recent (and very 
controversial) legislation intended 
to make the server legally 
responsible for ensuring no 
obscene materials come into the 


hands of minors. 


CommUnicator 


CommUnity 


Compress 


Conference 


The electronic journal of the 
Computer Communicators’ 
Association. See also CommUnity. 


The Computer Communicators’ 
Association, set up to protect and 
further computer communications 
in the UK. Similar in aims to the 
EFF, but with a UK perspective. As 
well as having their own Usenet 
Newsgroup, uk.org.community, 
and Fidonet echo, you can also 
contact Community by e-mail to 
community@arkham. 
demon.co.uk 


A UNIX archiving program that 
reduces the size of a file. 


A message area, or forum, on a 
conferencing system like CIX. Each 
conference covers a defined subject 
matter, and is further subdivided - 
into topics of more specific subject 
matter. For example, there may be 

a Sooty conference which has 

topics of Sooty and Sweep and the 
other characters. 
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Connect Time 
The length of time you spend 
on-line to the Internet. 


Cookie A random quote, generated by 
software. Found on many 
on-line systems. 


Courtesy Copy 
A copy of an electronic mail 
message that is sent to someone 
other than the main recipient, but 
at the same time. Often used to 
keep copies of e-mail for the 
sender’s own records. See also CC. 


CoSy CoSy is the operating system that 
online services like CIX and BIX are 
based upon. It is a shortening of 
the words “Conferencing System”. 


CPS Characters Per Second. A 
measurement of data output speed. 

Crash A sudden and total system failure. 

CRC Cyclic Redundancy Checking. A 


type of error detection. 


CREN The Corporation for Research and 
Educational Networking, which was 
formed by a merger of BITNET 
and CSNET. 


Cross post To post the same message to more 


than one conference, message 
area, or Usenet newsgroup. 


Cryptography 
The science of code. That is 
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cTSs 


Cybercafé 


Cyberia 


Cyberpunk 
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encrypting messages so that they 
cannot be read by anyone unless 
they have the right “key” to unlock 


the encryption. 





Compressed SLIP is a version of 
SLIP (Serial Line Internet Protocol) 
that uses compression to produce 
faster transfer rates. The SLIP 
protocol is used to enable a 
connection to the Internet to 

be made using an ordinary 
telephone line. 


Clear To Send, an RS-232C signal 
that basically means that 
everything is ok for transmission 
of data. 


A cybercafé brings you coffee and 
cake and Internet access. Popular 
in parts of the United States such 
as the San Francisco Bay area, 
cybercafés are now found all over 
UK. See also Cyberia. 


The UK’s first cybercafé situated 
behind Goodge Street 
underground station, off London’s 
Tottenham Court Road. Cyberia 
offers Internet access via Pentium 
PCs and a direct Internet pipeline, 
with the added attraction of coffee 
and cheesecake. Cyberia has links 
with Easynet, the service provider it 
uses for its Internet connections 
and software. 


A person who lives in the future 
culture of cyberspace, virtual reality 


Cybersex 


Cyberspace 


Cyborg 


Cypherpunk 
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and so on. As epitomised by the 
works of Bruce Sterling and 
William Gibson. 


A new term that has been coined 
to mean the act of engaging in sex 
in an on-line or virtual 
environment. An example would 
be two consenting adults engaging 
in an e-mail or realtime chat sex 
session. The advantages include the 
fact the two people involved may 
be at opposite ends of the world. 
The downside comes from trying to 
understand messages that have 


been typed using one very shaky 
hand only. 


A term coined by William Gibson 

in his novel Neuromancer used 

to describe the collective “World” 
of networked computers. Now 
commonly used to refer to the 
world that exists within computer 
networks, accessed by comms 
technology. Our favourite definition 
is simply “the electric domain”. 


A combination of man and 
machine popularised in science 
fiction novels. Some people have 
said that Wavey Davey is a living 
Cyborg, and he certainly does have 
lots of metal parts. 


One of many computer enthusiasts 
who are deeply involved with the 
subject of encryption. See also 
Cryptography. 
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Daemon 


DARPA 


DASD 


Database 


A program which sits on a system 
waiting to automatically perform a 
specific function. Daemon is an 
acronym for Disk and Execution 


MONitor. 


The Defense Advanced Research 


Projects Agency, responsible for the | 


development of ARPANET which 
was the basis of what was to 
develop into the Internet. 


Direct Access Storage Device. 


Oh come on, surely you know 
what a database is? Okay, it’s a 
collection of information held at a 
single site that is searchable by the 
use of keywords. Well, that’s the 
simplest explanation we could 


come up with anyway. 


Data Compression 


Datagram 


DCE 


Decryption 


The compression of information to 
decrease transferred file size. 
MNP5S and V.42bis are the best 


known types. 


The primary unit of information 
transferred over the Internet using 
the Internet Protocol. 


Data Communications Equipment. 


Decoding encrypted data to its 
original form. See also 
Cryptography and Encryption. 


-net The Internet Dictionary 


=—_- 





| 
} 
f 


| 


| 





Delete 


Delphi 


Delurk 


Demon 


Dial-Up 


Digicash 


DIP Switch 
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To permanently remove a file 
or message. 


Delphi is one of the big names in 
USA Internet provision and on-line 
services, and is now also operating 
in the UK. With over 120,000 
members worldwide, and easy 
access to the Internet, it is showing 
a phenomenal growth rate as 

we write. 


To stop lurking, that is to make a 
posting for the first time after 
spending a while reading but not 
contributing to a forum or 
newsgroup. A term most 
commonly used in Usenet 
Newsgroups dealing with 
sexuality, and similar in context to 
coming out. 


Demon Internet were the pioneers 
of affordable Internet access for all 
in the UK, and continue to be one 
of the main players in the 
competitive UK Internet provision 
marketplace. 


To connect to another computer by 
calling it over the telephone 
network. 


Electronic money that can be used 
to buy things on the Net. Some say 
it’s the future of finance, others say 
it’s a waste of time. http:// 
www.digicash.com/ 


Dual Interface Poll switch which 
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Ce 


Distribution Use 


DNS 


Document 


Domain 


com 
edu 
gov 
mil 
net 
org 
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enables the user to set various 
parameters of a circuit board 
(commonly found on modems 


and printers). 





d in Usenet to refer to the 
geographic region to which 
newsgroup messages may 

be posted. 


Domain Name System is a 

database system for translating 
computer domain names into 
numeric Internet addresses. 


Any HTML file, or World Wide Web 
page if you prefer, is commonly 
known as a document. 


Part of the naming hierarchy of the 
Internet. There are various levels to 
a domain name, and you are likely 
to see some of the following top 
level domains: 

commercial organisations 
educational organisations 
government organisations 

military organisations 

network resources 

misc organisations 

There are also a large number of 
country codes that can be used in 
domain names, these include such 
codes as: 

Argentina 

Belgium 

Canada 

Switzerland 

Germany 

France 
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hk 
ie 

ip 

nz 
se 
uk 
us 
za 
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Hong Kong 
Ireland 

Japan 

New Zealand 
Sweden 

United Kingdom 
United States 
South Africa 


Domain Name Server 


Down 


Download 


DTE 


DTR 


Duplex 


EARN 


EBONE 


Echo 


Domain Name Servers enable 
domain names to be resolved into 
numerical IP addresses. 


Not working, as in the BBS 
is down. 


The transfer of a file from another 
computer to your own. 


Data Terminal Equipment. 


Data Terminal Ready, an RS-232C 
signal that is part of the handshake 
in a data transmission interface. 


A communications channel capable - 
of carrying a signal in both 
directions. 


European Academic Research 
Network, basically the European 
equivalent of BITNET. 


One of the major European Internet 
backbones. See also backbone. 


A message area on a Fidonet BBS as 


well as the return of a transmitted 
signal to its source. 
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Editor A program that is used to create, 
edit, and save documents. Simple 
editors are usually built in to e-mai 
and Usenet programs. 


EFF Electronic Frontier Foundation, a 
US organisation that addresses the 
social and legal issues arising from 
the increased use of computer 
communications. 


Larry Ellison 
Head of Oracle and very rich man. 


Convinced that Web computers are 
the way forward. 


ELSPA The European Leisure Software 
Publishers’ Association. 


EMACS One of the most common editors 
found on on-line systems. 


E-mail Electronic mail. A method of 
sending messages via computer 
instead of the usual land based 
postal system. One of the most 
popular and important uses of 
computer communications. 


Emote Icons See Smiley. 


Encryption A method of coding data to 
prevent unauthorised access, most 
commonly used on the Internet to 
protect e-mail from prying eyes. 
See also Cryptography. 


EqualisationA compensation circuit built into 
some modems to offset distortion 
caused by the telephone channel. 
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Error Checking 
A method of detecting errors 
during data transmission that is 
employed by many modems, as 
well as by TCP on the Internet. 


Error Control 
A variety of different techniques 
which check the reliability of 
characters or blocks of data. 


Ethernet A type of high speed local area 
network. 


Etiquette — See Netiquette. 


Eudora A popular electronic mail program 
for Internet use. 

EUNet A major European Internet service 
provider. 


European Laboratory for Particle Physics 
See CERN. 


Europe Online 
A relatively new entrant into the 
on-line service market, competing 
with CompuServe and 
America Online by offering Internet 
access and subscriber-only 
information services. 


eWorld Apple’s proprietary information 
service was closed in early 1996 
after 18 troubled months. 


E-zine An electronically distributed 
fanzine. 
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F FAQ Frequently Asked Question. You 
will find FAQ files all over the 
Internet, in Usenet newsgroups, 
mailing lists, at FTP, Gopher, and 
WWW sites. They answer question, 
frequently asked about a subject. 


The Federation Against Software 


FAST 
Theft. 


Fax Modem A modem that can send and 
receive faxes. 


Used to describe the connection of 
a system to a source of 
information, such as a Usenet news 


feed. 


Feed 


Fidonet A network of bulletin board 
systems with around 25,000 BBSs 
connected. A smaller version of the | 
Internet, if you like, without all the 
bells and whistles. 


Filename Extension 
When you are browsing the 
Internet you may well come across 
files that have a variety of different 
filename extensions. These refer to 
the type of file concerned, quite 
often the file has been compressed 
using some package or other and 
the extension will identify this. 
Here are the most common 


among them: 
arc pkpak archived 
-arj arj archived 
.exe executable file 
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-html 
‘jpeg 
ha 
.pak 
-pit 
sit 
-tar 
-tar.Z 
-txt 
-uue 
Z 

ok 
.zip 
-ZOO 


File Server 


Finger 


Firewall 


Flame 
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gif image file 

gzip archived 
binhex archived 
html document 
html document 
JPEG image 

lha archived 

pak archived 
packit archived 
stuffit archived 

tar archived 

tar and compress archived 
text file 
UUencoded file 
pack archived 
compress archived 
pkzip archived 
zoo archived 


A computer that stores files on the 
Internet, making them available for 
access by various Internet tools. 

A program that displays the user, or 
users, On a remote system. 


A firewall is a security device to 
help protect a private network from 
Internet crackers and hackers. It is a 
machine with two network 
interfaces that is configured to 
restrict what protocols can be used 
across the boundaries and to 
decide what internal IP addresses 
can be seen to the external 
Internet. 


An abusive or personal attack 
against the poster of a message. 
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Flame Bait 


Fla 


Flow Control 


Follow Up Posting 


Fortune Cookie 


Forum A message area on CompuServe or 
Delphi, equivalent to an echo on 
Usenet, or a conference on CIX. 
Fragmentation 
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A controversial message that is 
almost guaranteed to attract 


flaming. 


and threaten to take over a Usenet 
group. 


A technique to compensate for the 
differences in the flow of data 
input and output from a modem. 


The act of commenting on a 
posting in a Usenet Newsgroup so 
that all other participants can read 
your reply. Usenet postings can 
also be replied to by e-mail, a 
method which is recommended 
unless the content of your reply is 
likely to be of interest to other 
members of the Newsgroup 
concerned. 


See “Cookie” . 


The process by which an IP 
datagram is broken into smaller 
pieces, so as to meet the 
requirements of a specific 
physical network. 


Frame 


Frames 


Free Agent 


FreeNet 


FTP 


FTPmail 


Full Duplex 


FutureNet 





A block of data with header and 
trailer information attached. 


Web browser feature introduced in 
Navigator 2 which enables a Web 
Page to have several separately 
controlled and scrollable windows. 


The best PC newsreader that 
money can’t buy. Because it’s free. 
http://www.forteinc.com/ 


A popular method of providing 
“free” access to the Internet from 
the United States. Probably the 
most famous being the Cleveland 
FreeNet, which was also the first. 


The File Transfer Protocol that 
defines how files are transferred 
over the Internet. 


FTP using e-mail. Not the easiest 
thing in the world, it’s a bit like 
eating soup with chopsticks 
sometimes, but can be useful if you 
don’t have a full Internet 
connection or want to save money 
on time spent on-line. 


Flow of information in both 
directions at the same time. 


Future Publishing’s World Wide 
Web site — the busiest in Europe — 
where you can find details of many 
Future magazines including .net. 
http://www.futurenet.co.uk/ 


The Internet Dictionary net 


oe ————————_— The Word, 


——————————————— 
G 


A computer system to transfer da 


a . . 
eer between otherwise incompatible 
networks. 
ane __ Relating to a subject, as in 
a “Editorial quality is germane to 
everything we do.” 
GIF The Graphics Interchange Format 


is the most commonly used image 
format to be found on the Internet. 
The GIF format was originally 
developed by CompuServe. 


Gibson William Gibson is the author of 
Neuromancer. Responsible for 
coining the term cyberspace. 


Gigabyte One billion bytes! Or put 
another way, one helluva lot of 
storage space. 


GNU A range of applications developed 
and distributed by the Free 
Software Foundation. GNU is 
widely used by UNIX 
programmers, and the acronym 
GNU expands to “GNUs Not 
UNIX”. 


Gopher A menu-based system for exploring 
the Internet. You select options 
using a structured menu approach, 
until you finally reach the exact 
piece of information you want. All 
the time you are connecting to 
various different Internet sites, 
which may be anywhere in the 
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world, to chase after the 
information being requested. The 
menus stay standard, so you may 
not realise this travelling of the Net 
is actually happening. 


Gopher+  Anupgraded bells and whistles 
version of Gopher, which is 
currently being developed. 


Gopherspace 
The term given to the area 
travelled through the Internet using 
a Gopher. 


GUI Graphical User Interface is a term 
applied to software that makes 
using a system or application easy, 
implementing the use of “point 
and click” techniques involving 
icons, graphics, and mice. The GUI 
has made the Internet a much 
friendlier and easy to use 
environment for many of its users. 


Gzip A file compression program quite 
commonly found on the Internet. 


Hacker Someone who enjoys exploring 
computer systems, often applied 
to people who undertake such 
explorations illegally. 


Half Duplex 
Flow of information in both 
directions, but one way at a time. 


Handle An on-line nickname, the term 
having been borrowed from the 
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Handshaking 


Hayes 


Header 


HGopher 


Hierarchy 


Hit 
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days of CB Radio (not that we 
know anyone old enough to 
remember CB Radio, and certainly 
don’t hang out with anyone who 
was known as “heartbreaker” as 
that would be terminally sad). 


An exchange of signals allowing 
communication between two 
devices, designed to start or keep 
the two in synchronisation. 


A modem manufacturer 
responsible for the first direct 
connection modems, and whose 
command set has become the 
industry standard. 


Part of a packet which precedes 
the actual data and contains 
source, destination, and error 
checking information. Most often 
associated with e-mail messages, 
hence the term “mail header”. 


A very nice Windows 
implementation of a Gopher client, 
and freely distributable as well. 


Usenet newsgroups are grouped 
together in a structured format 
which consists of seven main 
hierarchies (comp, misc, news, 
rec, sci, soc, talk). 


The nurnber of times items are 
downloaded from a Web page is 
measured in hits. A Web page will 
receive one hit for each graphic 
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Home Page 


Hop 


Host 





and chunk of text on it. 


The first place you arrive at when 
visiting a World Wide Web site. It 
is possible to establish any WWW 
address as a default home page 
within your Web browser so that 
you will always start your travels 
from this point. 


When information is being 
transferred from one Internet 
router to another it is said to have 
made a “hop”. 


A computer that enables users to 
communicate with other 
computers on a network. 


Hostname computer 


Hotlist 


Href 


HST 


HTML 


HTTP 


The name given to a host 


A list of user defined World Wide 
Web sites that are saved in order to 
enable a fast return should one 
want to visit a site again. Called 
bookmarks in Navigator. 


See Anchors. 
High Speed Technology. A 
proprietary signalling scheme used 


as part of the trademark for 
Miracom HST modems. 


HyperText Mark-up Language is the 
language used to write a World 
Wide Web document. 


HyperText Transfer Protocol, used 
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Hub 


Hypertext 


Hytelnet 


IAB 


ICMP 


Icon 


C—O” ele 


extensively by the World Wide 
Web. One of many Net protocols. 


A device connected to many 
other devices. 


The term that was invented by Teg 
Nelson back in the mid 1960s to 
describe his vision of information 
linked together within a document, 
Hypertext has become the 
foundation stone of the World 
Wide Web. 


A contraction of HyperTelnet, a 
database of Telnet sites linked to 
many different Internet resources. 


Hertz. A measurement of 
frequency, each unit being one 
cycle per second. 


The Internet Architecture Board, 
the head honchos, if you like, who 
make the decisions about Internet 
standards. 


Internet Control Message Protocol 
is the group of messages 
exchanged by IP modules in order 


_ to report errors. 


A graphical representation of a 
command or application, as used 
in Graphical User Interfaces. 


Information Superhighway 
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Images that are displayed within a 
World Wide Web document. 


Internet — Worldwide network of computer 


networks, connected using the IP 
protocol. 


Internet Add-on Pack 
Upgrade to Windows 95, 
codenamed Nashville, integrating 
Microsoft's Internet Explorer into the 
Operating system. Enables a single 
interface to explore the Web, the 
local network and the hard drive of 
your PC. 


Internet Explorer 
Microsoft's World Wide Web 
browser. The main competitor for 
Netscape’s Navigator. 


Internet Movies Database 
The single bestest brilliantest film- 
related resource in the entire world. 
http://www.imdb.com/ 


Internet Phone 
Program from VocalTec which 
enables you to make voice calls 
over the Internet, but only one 
person can speak at a time. 
http://www.vocaltec.com/ 


Internet Protocol 
See IP. 


Internet Relay Chat 
See IRC. 
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Internet Society 
An organisation that exists to 
support the Internet, and also the 
governing body of the Internet 
Architecture Board. 


Internet Talk Radio 
An innovative free radio show that 


is distributed across the Internet, 
fine if you have the hardware to 
handle it! 


Internet Worm 
A self replicating program that 
almost succeeded in bringing 
down the whole Internet system. 


i 


Internetiquette 
See Netiquette. 


InterNIC The Internet Network Information 
Centre that provides statistical 
information about the Internet and 
its use, as well as handling network 
registrations. 


Intranet Local network based on the IP 
protocol, currently in vogue for 
corporate computer networks. 


IP Internet Protocol on which the 
Internet is based. 





IP Address The numerical version of the host | 
name, not usually seen by theend 
user, because they see a lovely 
domain name instead. Every 
computer on the Net has an IP 
address. 
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IRC 


ISDN 


ISN 


ITU-T 


Jakarta 


JANET 


Java 


Joe 


JPEG 


Internet Relay Chat allows many 
users to chat in real time across the 
Internet. 


Integrated Services Digital Network 
combines voice and digital network 
services in one medium. 


Initial Sequence Number is the first 
sequence number used on a TCP 
connection. 


International Telecommunications 
Union — Telecommunications. The 
Telecommunications standards 
making organisation, which 
replaces the CCITT. 


Java development system from 
Microsoft, described as ‘Visual Java’. 


The Joint Academic NETwork of 
educational establishments in 
the UK. 


Programming language for the 
Internet created by Sun 
Microsystems which enables extra 
interactivity to be built into Web 
pages. Pundits predict it’s the most 
significant development for the Net 
since the invention of the Web. 
http://java.sun.com/ 


A UNIX editor popular amongst 
Internet users. 


The Joint Photographic Experts 
Group which has produced the 
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JPEG standard for compressing 
images. JPEG files are commonly 
found stored on the Internet as 
they compress to a small size whilst 
retaining high image quality. 





Jughead A similar Gopher application to 
Veronica, except that it searches 
only amongst directory titles 
making it faster and easier to 
comprehend. 


Jump The term used to describe the act 
of moving from one link to another 
in a World Wide Web session. 


K12 K12 is a Usenet Newsgroup 
category that deals with 
educational matters. 


KA9IQ An implementation of TCP/IP for | 
amateur packet radio systems. 
| 


Kbps Kilobits per second, a data 
transfer rate. 


Kermit A file transfer protocol named after 
Kermit the Frog. 


Kernel The system commands containing 
level of an operating system or 
network system. 


Key Word Used in database searches to 
specify the search criteria. Seen on 
Usenet when using Archie, 
Veronica, WAIS, Netfind or similar 
applications. 
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Kill File 


Kilobyte 
Kit 


Knowbot 


LAN 


Leased Line 


LED 


Line Noise 


Link 
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A file which filters out any 
messages posted by those people 
named in it. If someone is in your 
kill file, you never see any messages 
from them again, hence you have 
effectively killed them. Seen in 
great numbers on Usenet but also 
implemented in a growing number 
of off-line readers for various 
on-line systems. 


A measurement of memory or 


capacity, a kilobyte is equivalent 
to 1,024 bytes. 


Computer equipment. 


The Knowbot Information Service 
is another method of trying to find 
where someone dwells within the 
Internet. 


Local Area Network, a data network 
that serves a small area only. 


A permanent connection between 
two sites, which requires no voltage 
on the line and no dialling. 


Light Emitting Diode. A device that 
emits light when electrical voltage 
is applied to it. Used on modem 
front panels as status indicators. 


Disruption of computer 
communications caused by 
interference on the telephone line. 


See Anchors. 
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Lion Nose A highly amusing and clever play 
on words, used by highly amusing 
and clever people who are unable 
to use the proper words 
“line noise”. 





LISTSERV An automated mailing list 
distribution system, currently the 
most popular of the mailing list 
systems that you will come across. 


Local Echo All transmitted data is sent to the | 
screen of the sending computer. 


Local Newsgroup 
A Usenet Newsgroup that is 
distributed only to the local host ! 
and no further. Most service 
providers have local Newsgroups 
which offer support and 
information. 


Log A record of file operations. In 
comms use, the storing to disk or 
file of an on-line session. 


Log Off To cleanly disconnect from an 
on-line system. 


Log On To establish a connection with an 
on-line system. 


Login The process of identifying yourself 
on an on-line system. Generally a 
two stage process involving the 
input of your username followed 
by your password. 





Login Name 
The username or name of your 
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LPMUD 


Lurker 


Lycos 


Lynx 


MacPPP 


Macro 


account used for identification 
purposes. 


A type of Multi User Game. See 
also MUD. 


Someone who reads but doesn’t 
post in newsgroups, conferences, 
or message areas. A sort of on-line 
voyeur. 


Excellent World Wide Web search 
engine. http://www.lycos.com/ 


The most commonly used 
non-graphical World Wide Web 
browser. Although you don’t get 
the advantages of images or sound, 
a non-graphical browser is 
generally a very fast and efficient 
way of searching the World Wide 
Web for textual information. 


The Macintosh Point to Point 
Protocol (SLIP), used to connect 
directly to the Internet using an 
ordinary telephone line. See 
also PPP. 


A macro instruction is a string or 
instruction replaced by a shorter 
string or instruction. In use this 
means you can execute a long 
sequence by typing just a short 
one. Some people execute their 
passwords to on-line systems by 
the use of macros, which is not to 
be recommended due to the 
security implications. 
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MacSLIP The Macintosh Serial line Interface 
Protocol (SLIP), used to connect 
directly to the Internet using an 
ordinary telephone line. See 

- also SLIP. 


MacTCP The Macintosh TCP/IP protocol 
driver. See also TCP/IP. 


Mail See E-mail. 
Mailbase _A type of mailing list. 


Mail Bombing 
Electronic terrorism which involves 
the relentless attack on someone, 
or some organisation’s, mailbox 
with large and useless files. 


Mailbox The location on a host computer 
where a user’s electronic mail is 
sent and stored. 





Mail Gateway 
A machine that transfers mail 
between two or many more 
e-mail systems. 


Mailing List ! 


A discussion group whose 
messages are distributed by e-mail. 

See also LISTSERV, Majordomo, 

and Mailbase. 


Majordomo A type of mailing list. 
MBONE The Multicast Backbone, an 

experimental service which carries 
real-time audio and video over the 
Internet. Used towards the end of 
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Mbps. 


MHS 


1994 to broadcast the first ever 
live rock concert on the Internet, 
which was performed by the 
Rolling Stones. 


Megabits Per Second, a data 
transfer rate of one million bits 
per second. 


A list of options from which the 
user selects. Used extensively in 
many Internet applications such as 
Gopher, Veronica, and Jughead. 


Message Handling System. 


Microsoft Network 


MILNET 


Misc 


Microsoft's information service — 
started as a closed, proprietary 
network, but has now open up to. 
encompass the Internet. 
http://www.msn.com/ 


The US MILitary NETwork. Part of 
the Internet that deals with US 
military matters that are 

not classified. 


Multipurpose Internet Mail 
Extensions, a method of linking 
binary code into e-mail. Much 
vaunted as the future “standard” 
for moving binary information by 
e-mail, but as yet still not as 
popular as the traditional method 
of UUencoding files. 


A Usenet newsgroup category 
concerned, unsurprisingly, with 
miscellaneous matters . 
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MNP Microcom Network Protocol is a 
common modem error correction 
system. 

Mode A specific condition or state under 


which a device may operate. 


Modem MOdulator/DEModulator. A device 
to convert binary information into 
an analogue signal that can be 
transmitted over normal voice 
carrying telephone lines, and 
convert that signal back into 
computer readable data at the 
other end. 


Modem Rack 
A whole stack of modems that has 
been especially built for use to 
connect to a terminal server. Most 
commonly seen at large sites such 
as Internet service providers and 
on-line services. 


Moderator The person who runs, or 
moderates, a conference or 
message area. Some Usenet 
newsgroups are “moderated” by 
such a person who decides what 


messages are acceptable for 
posting. 





Mondex Electronic cash system that’s being 
tested in Swindon. Might be a 
model for on-line money, but then 
again, it might not. 


MOO A type of Multi User Game. See 
also MUD. 
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Mosaic 


Probably the most commonly used 
World Wide Web graphical browser. 
Has been developed for many 
platforms, including Windows, 
Amiga, X-Windows, and Macintosh. 
Until recently Mosaic really only 
referred to NCSA Mosaic, but now 
a new program Mosaic Netscape 
has arrived on the scene and taken 
the Internet community by storm. 


Mosaic Netscape 


The latest World Wide Web browser 
to take the Internet by storm. See 
also Mosaic. 


Moving Worlds 


MSN 


MTU 


MUD 


MUG 


A proposal for the VRML 2 
specification. http://webspace. 
sgi.com/moving-worlds/ 


See Microscft Network. 


Maximum Transmission Unit is the 
largest unit of data that can be sent 
on a given system. 


Multi User Dungeon, an on-line 
role playing adventure game. 
MUD2 is the latest variation of the 
game and can be found on various 
on-line systems. 


Multi User Game, any on-line game 
where there are two or more 
players at the same time. 


National Science Foundation 


A US government agency that was 
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instrumental in the development of 
the Internet as we know it today, 
and which still administers one of 


the Internet's important backbones, 
the NSFNET. 








NCSA The National Centre for 


Supercomputing Applications, ang 
the developers of the Mosaic World 
Wide Web browser. 


Nicholas Negroponte 


Founder and director of the Media 

Lab at the Massachusetts Institute 

Technology. Bit of a guru, really, 
net - The Internet Magazine from Future 
Publishing, the only place to get all 
the latest information about the 
Internet from some of the UK's 


leading experts and best known 
Internet commentators. 


The .net Directory 


The Internet Magazine from Future 
Publishing, the only place to get all 
the latest information about the 
Internet from some of the UK’s 
leading experts and best known 
Internet commentators. 








Net Generally used as another name for 
the Internet, although sometimes 
many people refer to both USENET 
and Cyberspace in general as 
The Net. 

Netfind 


A service that helps find 


e-mail addresses for people on 
the Internet. 
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Net God 


Net Guru 


Net Police 


Net Surfer 


Someone who has achieved a 
“Godlike” status on the Net, either 
through the development of part 
of the Net or tools used in it, or 


because of their presence on 
the Net. 


An Internet expert, someone who is 
respected for their knowledge of 
the Internet. A Net Guru may be 
the author of an Internet book or 
two, an Internet journalist, or more 
commonly someone who 
commands great respect on the 
Internet itself due to the sharing of 
their knowledge with others. 


A derogatory term applied to those 
people who feel it is their duty to 
tell others how they should behave 
in Cyberspace. 


Someone who “surfs” the Internet, 
wandering around looking for 
interesting places to visit, useful 
files to grab, and groovy people to 


_ talk to. 


Netiquette 


Netmanage 


The supposed etiquette of the 
on-line community, examples being 
avoiding over use of quoting, 
avoiding cross posting, and so on. 
Our basic rule of netiquette is to 
think about what you are doing 
rather than worry about what 
everyone else is up to. 


Chameleon 


One of the best suites of Internet 
access software available for 
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Windows users. The Chameleon 

Sampler Suite is included on the 
disk that comes free with All You 
Need To Know About The Internet. 





Netscape See Mosaic Netscape. 


Network A group of computers that can 
communicate with each other. 


Network News 
Also known more commonly as 
Transfer Protocol NNTP, this is the | 
protocol that is used for | 
distribution of Usenet Newsgroups. 


Newbie Someone who is a newcomer to a 
Usenet group, it was often used as 
-a term of ridicule or abuse but is 
now increasingly becoming an | 
accepted way of describing 
anyone who is still feeling their 
way around cyberspace. 


Newsgroup A message area, defined by subject 
matter, which forms part of Usenet. 
Newsgroups are composed of a 
number of articles, or messages, 
which are posted by Usenet 
participants. 


Newsreader The program used to read, and 
post to, Usenet newsgroups. There 
are many different types of 
newsreaders, your service provider 
should be able to recommend the 
best option for your computer 
platform and access type. 





NFS The Network File System which 
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allows use of files on remote 
network machines as if they were 
on your local machine. 





NIC Network Information Centre. 


No Carrier A message that is displayed when 
the connection between your 
modem and the remote computer 


is broken. 
Node A computer attached to a network. 
NRAM Non-volatile memory used by such 


devices as modems to store a user 
definable configuration which is 
read and acted upon at power up. 


NSF See National Science 
Foundation. 


NSFNET The National Science Foundation 
Network is one of the networks 
that makes up the Internet. 


Null ModemA cable used to directly connect 
two computers by their serial ports 
in which the transmitting and 
receiving pins are swapped. 


Numeric Database 
A database containing specifically, 
and unsurprisingly, numbers. 


Off-line Not connected to an 
on-line system. 


Off-Line Reader 
See OLR. 
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OLR Off-Line Reader, a program that 
enables you to connect to an 
on-line system, download all your 
messages and e-mail, read and 
reply to the off-line and then send 
back your replies. An OLR can save 
you lots of money in telephone 
bills and on-line service charges, 
as well as in some cases provide a 
better user interface to the 
on-line system. 





On-line Refers to when two computers are 
connected by means of modems. 
For example, a Bulletin Board 
System is also an on-line system. 


Originate Mode 
When the modem transmits in 
frequencies which are the reverse 
of the modem being called which 
is in answer mode. 


Packet A bundle of data that is small 
enough to be transmitted across 
the Internet efficiently and safely. 


Packet Internet Groper 
See PING. 


Parity Bit A check bit added to a unit of data 
for error checking purposes. 


Password A security string that is required to 
be input before access to a system, 
or part of a system, may be 
granted. You should choose your 
Passwords carefully, avoiding 
obvious family names or words 
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such as security, password, or knob. 
You would be amazed how many 
people don’t follow this advice. 


PC User Group 


PGP 


Phreaking 


PING 


PIPEX 


Plonk 


Plug-in 


Suppliers of Internet connectivity in 
the UK by means of their Connect 
BBS which offers terminal Internet 
access, and the WinNET-UK service 
which provides a mail and news 
only Internet account. 


See Pretty Good Privacy. 


Making phone calls whilst 
bypassing the charging system. 
Phone phreaking was the 
forerunner to hacking 4s we 
understand it today. 


Packet Internet Groper is a 
program used to test destinations 
on the Internet to see if they exist 
and are operating. 


One of the major suppliers of 
Internet connections to the 
corporate sector in the UK. 


The sound a newbie makes as he 
plummets to the bottom of a killfile 
list in a Usenet group. 


An add-on application for a Web 
browser such as Netscape 
Navigator which enables the 
browser to perform extra functions, 
such as display in-line video clips, 
3D images or multimedia 
presentations. 
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Pointer A file marker so that an on-line 

system can remember what 
messages you have read when yoy 
disconnect, so you don’t have to 

read them all again next time. 


Point Of Presence 


See POP. 
Point to Point Protocol 
See PPP. 
Polling Connecting to another system to 


check for e-mail and messages. 


POP A Point Of Presence is a node 
where you can gain access to your 
Internet service provider. Many 
service providers in the UK offer 
their customers POPs across the 
country in order to minimise 
telephone charges and so 
maximise customer satisfaction. 





Port Number 


Computers which run the TCP/IP 
protocols can use different ports to 
run different services. Each of these 
ports is allocated a specific number. 
Local services tend to be assigned 
on higher port numbers. 


Post To send a message, either by 
e-mail or to a conference, message 
area, or newsgroup. 


Postmaster The person responsible for taking 
care of mail across the Internet. 
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Post Office Protocol 


PPP 


Also known as POP (not to be 
confused with Points of Presence 
POPs) this is an e-mail protocol that 
allows for messages to stored until 
the user logs on, at which point 
they are automatically downloaded. 


Point to Point Protocol. This allows 


a computer to use TCP/IP with a 
standard telephone line. 


Pretty Good Privacy 


Profile 


PGP is a message encryption 
program that is widely used for 
sending e-mail across the Internet. 
PGP is currently under threat from 
the Clipper Chip issue in the USA. 


A control file for a program. Most 
commonly used to set up a user’s 
individual preferences when 
logging on to an on-line service. 


Project Gutenberg 


Protocol 


An organisation that aims to get as 
much copyright-free works of 
literature on to the Internet in 
electronic format as possible. 


Standards governing the transfer of 
information between computers. 
Developed to improve the reliability 
and speed of data transfer. 


Public Domain 


Software which is available to 
-anyone without the requirement to 
pay for it. 
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Query To initiate a search of an on-line 
database. 
Queue A stack of resources waiting to be 


processed, can include e-mail, 
printing jobs, database search 
requests, ftpmail requests 
and so on. 





Quoting The act of including text from a 
. previous message when replying 
by e-mail or to a Usenet 
newsgroup. 


RAM Random Access Memory, the one 
thing you never seem to have 
enough of no matter how much 
you have. 


RARE The Reseaux Associes pour la 
Recherche Europeenne. There, | bet 
you are so glad | explained that. 
What does it do? Oh it’s a body 
that represents European 
networking companies on the 
Internet Society. 


Read message 
To view a posting or e-mail 


Read Only An on-line forum or conference 
area where you cannot post 
messages, only read them. 


RealAudio A system that enables audio to be 
broadcast over the Web. With the 
RealAudio plug-in, you can have 
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audio clips or even Virgin Radio 
playing in the background as 
you're working on other things. 
http://www.realaudio.com/ 


Relevance Feedback 


A method used by WAIS searches 
to determine the relevance of 
documents found in response to 
the criteria you suggested. Items 
are ranked in order of presumed 
relevance according to the number 
of keyword appearances within 
each document. 


Remote Echo 


Reply 


Everything the remote computer 
transmits is duplicated on your 
computer's screen. 


Ring Equivalent Number refers to 

a total figure which must not be 
surpassed by equipment connected 
to a single telephone socket. 


To respond to an e-mail or Usenet 
message. 


Request For Comments 


RFC 


See RFC. 


A text file containing personal 
information about a user of an 
on-line system, usually written by 
the user themselves. 


Request For Comments are sets of 
papers used for discussion on 
Internet standards. Some of the 
most popular RFCs include such 
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ROT-13 


Router 


Scratchpad 


SEMPER 


things as RFC 1166 — Internet 
Numbers, RFC 959 — File Transfer 
Protocol, and RFC 1244 - Site 
Security Handbook. 


A simple form of encryption, 
commonly applied to some 
USENET messages, which rotates 
the alphabet 13 places forwards 
or backwards. 


A system that transfers information 
between two networks using the 
same protocols. 


A temporary file used to hold 
messages whilst awaiting transfer 
or editing. Used on some on-line 
systems such as CIX. 


Secure Electronic Marketplace for 
Europe. Another security standard 
for on-line commerce which is 
being developed by IBM 

and others. 


Serial Cable. 


The cable used to connect devices 
through a computer’s serial port. 


Serial Line Internet Protocol 


Serial Port 


See SLIP and MacSLIP. 


The port that transmits and 
receives asynchronous data. 
Peripheral devices such as 
modems, printers, and mice can all 
use the serial port. 
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Server A computer, or the software on 
that computer, that allows other 
computers to use it by means of 
client software. 


Service Provider 
Any organisation offering 


connections to the Internet, or part 
of it. 


SET Secure Electronic Transactions. A 
new technology for secure on-line 
credit card payments that is being 
developed by Visa and Mastercard. 


Shareware Software which is generally 
available as “try before you buy” 
with the available version needing 
to be registered before its full 
power can be unleashed. 


Shockwave A tool from Macromedia which 
enables multimedia presentations 
created with Macromedia Director 
over the Internet. A Shockwave 
plug-in for Netscape Navigator 
enables them to form part of Web 
pages. http://www. 
macromedia.com/ 


SHTTP Secure HTTP. A secure Web 
: protocol as developed by Terisa 
Systems (http:// 
www.terisa.com/), a company 
backed by the likes of IBM and 
others. Now incorporates 
Netscape’s SSL technology. 


Shouting — The on-line equivalent of shouting 
is to post messages that are totally 
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in UPPER CASE LETTERS. This 
makes for a difficult to read 
message and so should only be 
used where a shouting emphasis is 
absolutely essential. 





SIG Special Interest Group, a forum or 
collection of forums on a particular 
subject. Found on on-line systems 
such as Delphi and CompuServe, 


Signal to noise ratio 
Used to describe the amount of on 
topic postings as compared to the 
amount of wibble within a 
message area or conference. 


Signature A personal tag line used on the 
end of messages posted to on-line 
services. These can vary from a 
couple of words to many lines 
long. Also known commonly as 
“sigs” and the subject of often 
bitter on-line arguments called “sig 
wars”. What happens is that © | 
someone posts a message which | 
contains a long signature file. This | 
is then objected to by a person or 
persons who complain about the 
time wasted by downloading the 
sig file. An argument develops, 
which results in everyone 
downloading far more unwanted 
rubbish than the original long sig 
ever caused. 





Simple Mail Transfer Protocol 
See SMTP. 
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Site Any of the individual networks that, 
as a whole, comprise the Internet. 





SLIP Serial Line IP is a protocol that 
allows a computer to use the 
Internet protocols using a standard 
telephone line. 


Smiley A smiling face character made by 
joining ASCII characters together. 
Used to express emotions. 


SMTP Simple Mail Transfer Protocol is 
used to transfer E-mail between 
computers, as part of the TCP/IP 
protocol family. 


Snail Mail = The sending of mail using the 
traditional land-based postal system 
as opposed to e-mail. So called 
because of its slowness compared 
to electronic mail. 


Spamming The act of saturating Usenet 
newsgroups, mailboxes, or other 
online forums with information 
that is either useless, unwanted, 
or otherwise obnoxious. A famous 
example of spamming in action 
was the Canter and Siegal “Green 
Card Lottery” spam, where a firm 
of lawyers drenched the whole of 
Usenet with advertising postings. 
This led to angry replies and 
flames, which further added to the 
harmful effect of the spam. This 
particular case took many weeks to 
die down. 


SSL Secure sockets layer. Netscape’s 
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encryption technology that enables 
Web browsers and and Web 
servers to communicate with each 
other securely. 





Start/Stop Bits 
: Bits attached to a character before 


transmission during an 
asynchronous transfer. 


Streamworks 
See Xing. 


Sterling - Bruce Sterling is the author mainly 
responsible for the coining of the 
term cyberpunk. 


Stuffit A Macintosh compression program 
with a very unfortunate name, but 
none the less very popular on the 
Internet. Files that have been 
compressed using the Stuffit 
program will have the filename 
extension of .sit 


Subscribing The act of joining a Usenet 
newsgroup or an Internet mailing 
list. Subscription in this sense has 
no financial implications. 


SysOp ~ SYStem OPerator, the person who 
runs a Bulletin Board System. 


Tags Formatting codes used within 
World Wide Web HTML 
documents. 

Talk A UNIX command that enables 


users to talk in real-time. Not as 
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Talkers 


Tar 


TCP 


TCP/IP 


popular as Internet Relay Chat 
which fulfils much the same 
function though. 


Text-based chat systems, similar to 
IRC but with their own commands. 
Whereas IRC is a network, talkers 
are run on individual servers. 


Another compression program, this 
is a UNIX batch utility called Tape 
ARchiver, and results in the 
filename extension of .tar 


Transmission Control Protocol, one 
of the protocols upon which the 
Internet is based. 


The two main Internet protocols, 
Transmission Control Protocol/ 
Internet Protocol, which are most 
generally seen referred to together 
in this format: 


Telecommuting 


Going to work by computer and 
modem, thus avoiding the stress of 
real world travel to the office. 
Increasing in popularity in the UK. 


Teledildonics 


Telnet 


The sexual act performed with the 
aid of virtual reality, computers, 
telecommunications and a couple 
of very sad and lonely people 
indeed. 


An Internet protocol that allows 


you to log in to other computer 
systems on the Net. 
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TeleworkingPursuing a career which involves 


Terminal 


Text File 


Thread 


Throughput 


working by computer and modem. 
Vast numbers. of people in the UK 
are now teleworkers. 


A computer connected to the 
Internet by means of an on-line 
service, rather than a direct 


connection, is known as a terminal, 


Probably the most common type 
of file found on the Internet! 


A series of postings toa message 


area or conference that are linked 
together. A thread consists of an 
initial posting followed by all the 
comments to it; and forms an 
on-line conversation or debate. 


The amount of data transmitted 


‘per second without the overhead 


TinyMUD 


- TinySEX 


TLA 


Topic 
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of protocol information. 


A type of online Multi User Game. 
See also MUD. 


The act of cybersex when 
committed during a game of 
TinyMUD. 


A Three Letter Acronym, although 
these are often found to contain 
more than three letters. Used to 
minimise typing and speed up 
communications. 


A subdivision of a conference, 
where the subject matter has been 


The Words 


SS 









- &§ 


F The Words 





73 


more distinctly defined. See entry 
for Conference for more details. 


Transport Layer 


UDP 


UK Online 


A general term given to the 


_ infrastructure of on-line systems 


that deals with the problems of 
data transfer. 


User Datagram Protocol, another 
of the protocols upon which the 
Internet is based. 


On-line information service with 
Web-based subscriber-only 
information and a strong UK bias. 
http://www.ukonline.co.uk/ 


Uniform Resource Locator 


UNIX 


See URL. 


An operating system commonly 
used across the Internet. 


Unsubscribe The act of resigning yourself from 


Upload 


a Usenet newsgroup, or more 
commonly an Internet mailing list. 


The sending of a file from your 
computer to another, remote, 
computer. 


Urban Folklore 


Myths and legends that have 
spread across the Internet and are 
now largely accepted as the truth, 
even though they are generally 
false. An example being the 
commonly held belief that there 


The Internet Dictionary net 








74 The Words 





were characters in the children’s Ty 
series Captain Pugwash by the 
names of Seaman Staines and 
Master Bates. Totally untrue, yet 
this has become Internet urban 
folklore and accepted as the truth. 





URL Uniform Resource Locator, an 
attempt to standardise the location 
or address details of Internet 
resources. Most commonly used, 
at the moment, in connection with 
the World Wide Web. 


Usenet A group of systems that exchange 
debate, chat and so on in the form 
of newsgroups across the Internet. 
Often mistakenly referred to as the 
world’s biggest bulletin board by 
people outside of Usenet, and as 
all there is to the Internet by those 
inside of Usenet. 





Username = The name chosen by a user of an 
on-line system, the same as an 
account name, or user id. 


UUCP . UNIX to UNIX copy. Used for 
copying files between UNIX 
systems. 


UUencode A method of encoding binary data 
so that it can be sent as an ASCII 
file across networks by mail. A 
decoder is required to convert the 
file back into an executable binary 
file again. 


Vv 


V.17 An ITU-T modulation protocol 
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v.21 


V.22 


V.22bis 


V.23 


V.27ter 


V.29 


V.32 


V.32bis 


V.34 


V.42 
V.42bis 





relating to fax modems and fax 


machines, a fax transmission speed 
of 14,400bps. - 


An ITU-T standard,a modem speed 
of 300bps. 


An ITU-T standard, a modem speed 
of 1,200bps. 


An ITU-T standard, a modem speed 
of 2,400bps. 


An ITU-T standard, sending data at 
7Sbps and receiving data at 
1,200bps. 


An ITU-T modulation protocol 
relating to fax modems and fax 


machines, a fax transmission speed 
of 2,400bps. 


An ITU-T modulation protocol 
relating to fax modems and fax 
machines, a fax transmission speed 
of 9,600bps. 


An ITU-T standard, a modem speed 
of 9,600bps. 


An ITU-T standard, a modem speed 
of 14,400bps. 


An ITU-T standard a modem speed 
of 28,800bps. 


An ITU-T error correction standard. 
An ITU-T error correction standard 
with data compression. 
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VDOLive A compression algorithm and 
communications protocol that 
makes it possible to send live video 
over the Net. http://www. 
vdolive.com/ 


Verbose A mode that displays commands 
and prompts in full. 


Veronica = An Internet tool that provides a 
Gopher menu that matched your 
keyword Gopher search. 


Vi A popular and common UNIX 
text editar. 


Video Display 


A monitor to those not talking 
techno-babble. 


Viewcall A set-top box that enables you to 
access the Internet through your 
television set and phone line. 


Virtual Circuit 
A logical transmission path. 


Virtual Communities 
A term that describes the 
communities that are very real, but 
exist only in computer networks. 
Another name for Cyberspace, and 
the subject of an authoritative 
book by American author 
Howard Rheingold. 


Virtual Reality 
A computer technology that 
creates a very real illusion of being 
in an artificial world. Virtual Reality 
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has already found its way into 

many real-life applications, from 

chemistry to architecture to games. 
Virus A program designed to infect and 
sometimes destroy other programs 
and computer equipment. 


Visual Basic Scripts 


Subset of Visual Basic 4 enabling 
Visual Basic programs to be 
included in a Web page. You need 


to use the Internet Explorer 3 Web 
browser to see them. 


VRML Virtual reality modelling language — 
platform-independent file format 
for 3D graphics on the Internet. It 
enables you to create 3D 
hyperlinked worlds in a similar way 
that HTML enables you to create 
2D hyperlinked Web pages. See 
also Moving Worlds. 


VT100 Probably the most commonly used 
terminal emulation on the Internet. 

Ww3 See World Wide Web. 

Waffle See Wibble. 

WAIS Wide Area Information Servers are 
used for searching databases across 


the Internet. 


WAN A Wide Area Network as opposed 
to a Local Area Network. 


The Internet Dictionary net 


ne l""oe“ggeee 





78 The Words 
a 
Web computer 
-A computer dedicated to accessing 
the Internet. It is thought that Web 
computers, which use the power of 
the network instead of local 
processing power, will challenge 
the Microsoft/Intel dominance of | 
desktop computing. | 





WebObjects Powerful Web development system 
from NeXT Software. ActiveX 
compliant. 


Webmaster The person in charge of the 
administration at a World Wide 
Web site. 


Web Space The “space” within which the 
World Wide Web exists on 
cyberspace. 


Web Weaver 
The person who designs a World 
Wide Web document. Sometimes 
also applied to people who “surf” 
the World Wide Web, although this 
is not totally accurate in my 
opinion. Perhaps “Web Wanderer” 
would be more applicable. 


WELL The WELL is a San Francisco-based 
on-line system which was amongst 
the first to establish a virtual 
community. Home to “virtual 
reality” and “virtual community” 
author Howard Rheingold. 


White Pages 


A list of Internet users, accessible 
through the Internet itself. 
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Whois 


Wibble 


WincCiM 


WinNET-UK 


Winsock 


WinVN 


Wirehead 


Wizard 


An Internet program to find out the 
e-mail address and details of 
someone from a given name. 


Nonsense posted to a message 
area, conference, or newsgroup. 
Made into an art form by the likes 
of talk.bizarre on Usenet and the 
norman conference on CIX. 


The popular on-line browser for the 
CompuServe Information Service. 
WinCIM is the Windows 


CompuServe Information Manager. 


A mail and news only Internet 
service provided by the PC User 
Group. It uses the excellent 
WinNET Windows software and 
does a very good, if limited, job. 


A dil file that Microsoft Windows 
uses to communicate with TCP/IP 
and the Internet. 


A fairly popular Usenet newsreader 
for Windows users. 


A somewhat derogatory term for 
an Internet techie or expert. 


Someone who has achieved a high 
level of power in a Multi User 
Dungeon game. 


World Wide Web 


A hypertext-based information and 
resource system for the Internet. 
The fastest growing part of the 
Internet, and most likely 
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responsible for the amazing 
interest in the Internet itself during 
the course of 1994. 


World Wide Web browser 


X.25 


X.29 


X.400 


Xing 


Xmodem 


Yahoo! 


Ymodem 


A program used to access the 
World Wide Web. 


See World Wide Web. 


A packet switched data network, | 
which is usually half-duplex. 


The command set used to. 
configure and establish X.25 
connections. 


An ITU-T standard for e-mail 
formats. 


The company behind the 
Streamworks technology which can 
send live video over the Net, as 
used by the Sizzle strip club and 
many a Microsoft conference. 
http://www.xingtech.com/ 


A file transfer protocol for use with 
modems, that has now been 
largely replaced with Zmodem. 


Searchable subject-based catalogue 
of the Net. http://www. 
yahoo.com/ 


Another early file transfer protocol 
for use with modems, again not as 
well used as the much better 
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Yell Index of UK Web sites created by 
good old Yellow Pages. 
http://www.yell.co.uk/ 


Yellow Pages 
An on-line database of machine 
names and addresses which form 
part of the InterNIC service. Also a 
well liked Internet resource 
directory that mimics a telephone 
directory in style. See also 
InterNIC. 


Phillip Zimmerman 
The creator of the Pretty Good 
Privacy encryption program. 


Zip To archive a file or group of files 
using the PKZip archiver. 


Zmodem _ The modem user’s file transfer 
protocol of choice. 


Zone Number 
A method of geographically 


identifying Fidonet network 
members. 
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xpressing emotional content in a plain text 
message can be difficult, and it’s very easy to | 
interpret a message the wrong way. A system of 
smileys, or emote-icons, has been developed and 
is now in widespread use. A smiley is a small face 
made of standard characters, (turn the page 
sideways if you still don’t see them), and can help 
convey feelings ranging from sad to mad to glad. 
There are also now smileys to cover much more 
than just these standard emotions, and as you 
can see from this list they are not all to be taken 
too seriously. 


Smiley Meaning 


|| Angry 

(:-) Bald 

:-) Basic happy 
:-( Basic sad 

:-)> Bearded 

%+( Beaten up 
:-)X Bow tie 

R-) . Broken glasses 
s*) Broken nose 
|:-) Bushy eyebrows 
) Cheshire cat 
<|-) Chinese 
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Cow 

Cross 
Cross-eyed 
Crying 
Disappointed 
Drooling 

Duck 

Elvis 

Evil grin 
Floods of tears 
French 

Frog 

Glasses wearer 
Gorilla 

Has a cold (1) 
Has a cold (2) 
Hmmmph! 
Jaw hits floor 
Keeping an eye out 


Kiss (1) 
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| :-* Kiss (2) 
:-X Kiss (3) 
2+) Large nose 
:-D Laughing out loud 
:-} Leering | 
(-: Left-handed 
7-9 Licking lips 
:-} Lipstick wearer 
:- | Monkey 
:-#) Moustache 
(-) Needs haircut 
~ Nose out-of-joint 
:8) Pig 
=:-) Punk 
3” Pursed lips 
|-] Robocop 
O:-) Saint 
:-@ Screaming 
:-O Shocked 
:-V Shouting 
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I-) 
:-i 
:-6 


:-V 


oc 


:-(#) 


Sleeping 
Smoker 
Sour taste in mouth 


Speaking 


-Stoned 


Tight-lipped 
Tongue-in-cheek 
Tongue-tied 
Undecided 
Vampire 

Very happy 

Very sad 

Very unhappy 
Wears teeth braces 
Winking 

Wry smile 


Yawning @ 
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ime equals money, and never more so than 
T in the world of on-line communications, so 
people have devised ways of saving typing time 
by reducing common phrases into acronyms. 
These are known as TLAs, or Three Letter 
Acronyms, although many are not truly acronyms 
at all and few actually have three letters. Oh well, 
such is life. There is a whole lorry-load of these 
TLAs around, and | dare say that we have missed 
some. This dictionary covers the ones that are in 
most common usage and it should go a long way 
to help you make sense of some seemingly 
senseless terms. 


Acronym Meaning 


AFAICT As Far As | Can Tell 


AFAIK As Far As | Know 

AFK Away From Keyboard 
AlUl As | Understand It 
B4 Before 

BAK Back At Keyboard 

BBL Be Back Later 

BCNU Be seeing you 

BRB Be Right Back 

BSF But Seriously Folks 
BIDT Been There Done That 
BTSOOM Beats The Shit Out Of Me 
BIw By The Way 

BWQ Buzz Word Quotient 
cLM Career Limiting Move 
CUL See you later 


DWISNWID Do What | Say Not What | Do 
DYJHIW Don’t You Just Hate It When... 


ESAD Eat Shit And Die 

ETLA Extended Three Letter Acronym 
EOF End Of File 

F2F Face to Face 

FAQ Frequently Asked Question 

FFS For Fucks Sake 
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ISTM 


ITRO 
ITRW 
IWBNI 
IYSWIM 
JAM 
KISS 
L8R 
LOL 
MFTL 
MORF 
MOTOS 
MUD 
MUG 
NIFOC 
NRN 


Fuck Off And Die 

Friend Of A Friend 

Free Of Charge 

Fucked Up Beyond All Recognition 
For What It’s Worth 

For Your Entertainment 

For Your Information 

Grin 

Go Ahead 

Get A Life 

Garbage In Garbage Out 
Grinning Running & Ducking 
Ha Ha, Only Joking 

Ha Ha, Only Serious 

I’m Buck Naked 

If | Recall Correctly 

In My Bloody Opinion 

In My Experience 

In My Humble Opinion 

In My Not So Humble Opinion 
In My Opinion 

In Other Words 

In Real Life 

It Seems To Me 

| Seem To Recall 

In The Region Of 

In The Real World 

It Would Be Nice If 

If You See What | Mean 

Just A Minute 

Keep It Simple, Stupid 

Later 

Laughs Out Loud 

My Favourite Toy Language 
Male Or Female? 

Member Of The Opposite Sex 
Multi User Dungeon 

Multi User Game 

Nude In Front Of Computer 
No Reply Necessary 


The Internet Dictionary net 





92 Acronyms | 





Over And Out 

Oh, By The Way 

Original Equipment Manufacturer 
Oh, | See 

Oh My God 

On The Other Hand 

Over The Top 

Public Domain 

Pain In The Arse 

Piece Of Data 

Request For Discussion 

Rolls On Floor Laughing 

Real Soon Now 

Read The FAQ 

Read The Fucking Manual 

Are you OK 

Still In The Dark 

Small Matter Of Programming 
Situation Normal, All Fucked Up 
Signal to Noise Ratio 
Significant Other 

Shit Outta Luck 

Shut The Fuck Up 

Trouble Came Back 

Too Damn Many 

Thanks In Advance 

Tongue In Cheek 

Three Letter Acronym 

Thanks 

The Powers That Be 

Ta Ta For Now 

Talk To You Later 

Thanks Very Much 

Virtual Community 

With Regard To 

What The Fuck 

What The Hell 

What You See Is What You Get 
Yet Another Bloody Acronym @ 
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FutureNet 
Future Publishing is bashfully proud of its modest 


venture on the World Wide Web, and rightly so. 
Point your Web browser at http://www. — 
futurenet.co.uk/ and you'll be immersed in 
FutureNet, one of Europe’s busiest Web sites. 
Why should you join them? 


FutureNet World News . 
A daily newswire with news stories from around 


the world updated at around 1pm every week 
day. It’s free, it’s completely great and the 
showbiz news is second to none. 


The Internet 
Almost inevitably the most popular pages on 
FutureNet are the swimmingly bounteous 
creations from .net and The .net Directory. 
There are so many features, reviews and links 
here that you need never type in a URL again. 


Computing 
Overflowing with features, tips and advice from 
Britain’s best computer magazines. PC Format, 
PC Plus, PC Gamer, PC Guide, Mac Format, Amiga 
Format and many others are here in force. 


Sport 
Visit Dickie Davies land with hot titles such as 
Total Football, Football Italia, Rugby Union 
magazine First XV, bike mags Cycling Plus, 
Mountain Biking UK and MTB Pro, and 
snow-boarding spectacular Board Stupid. 


Entertainment 
There is only one science fiction magazine worth 
reading. It is called SFX and it is on the Web. And 
there’s the definitive guide to role-playing game 
resources on the Net thanks to the stunning RPG 
magazine Arcane. Oh, there’s a rib-tickling 
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Music 


Crafts 


What else? 


magazine called Comedy Review floating around 
on laughing gas somewhere, too. 


Hey, rock ‘n’ roll, baby. Get features and more 
from riff-tastic Total Guitar, electro-tastic Future 


Music and dead-composer-tastic Classic CD. 
Sounds great. 


A stitch in time saves nine, and so does 
FutureNet. Top titles such as Needlecraft, Cross 
Stitcher, Cross Stitch Collection, Quick and Easy 
Cross Stitch are here for the wired needleperson in 
your life. 


Not only that, but the vivacious .met discussion 
forum is now up and running, so send in your 
opinions and you can join in the gossip with 
other readers and the illustrious .met staff. Access 
the discussion page from http://www. 
futurenet.co.uk/net.html and (subject to low 
standards of taste, decency and defamation) 
they'll be posted on a Web page for all to see. 

And you’re sure to be excited by FutureNet’s 
new FTP capability, so you can download 
wonderful games demos and shareware and 
public domain programs from on-line pages 
directly to your hard disks for free. Amiga Format, 
Future Music and Classic CD have already supplied 
material, and .net will be trawling the Net to 
bring you the best in Internet-related utilities. 

FutureNet is running on a secure Netscape 
Web server, so if you’re browsing with Netscape 
Navigator or a similar Web browser, your credit 
card details are scrambled before they’re sent 
over the Net. This reduces the risk that credit 
card snoopers will pick up your card number to 
approximately nil. @ 
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The only way to get the 


most out of the Internet is 
ave to read .net and The 
-net Directory, the 
former for in-depth news, 
analysis, and features, the 
latter for the best in site 
reviews and acerbic wit. 
Subscribe now and you'll 
save yourself £10. Bargain. 





When you take out a joint the internet magazine 
subscription to: 





Make the most of the 
Internet and save £10 


@ Subscribe to this special offer 
and get 12 issues of .net, Britain's 
best and best-selling Internet 





Five ways to subscribe... magazine delivered to your door. 

1. Point your World Wide Web browser at: @ You'll also receive six issues of 

http//www.futurenet.co.uk/net.html* The .net Directory, an achingly 
entertaining bimonthly ; 

2. E-mail subs@futurenet.co.uk* publication which reviews and 
rates more than 1,000 Internet 

3. Telephone our subscriber. sites every issue. It covers Arts and 

hotline on tz 01225 822511* Entertainment, Sport and Leisure, 
Lifestyle, The Net, Computing, 

4. Cut out the form on the right and Business, Academic and Bizarre. 


return it to us by Freepost. 
. PS @ Save £10 when you subscribe. 
5. Fax the form to t 01225 822523 ; 
@ Guarantee that you never miss 
*Please quote Net/Iss19 and your credit card an exciting issue of .net or 
number when phoning or e-mailing your order. The .net Directory. 





Subscriptions 


YES, | WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A 





JOINT SUBSCRIPTION 
TO .net AND THE -net DIRECTORY. 
Mr/Miss/Mrs/Ms oo Initlals oo .. 
SUMMA... eerrsertsoeesinntninniiee 0000 
WORE orecsnsiccinataoonmuitiniigemnecsccuc. TT 
Postcode ooo... ccccccssceses. Daytime WGN eiccccncc 


Please quote your EC VAT registration number 


When would you like your subscription to start? 
net issue no 


Please start my subscription at the discount rate ticked below. 
12 issues of .met and six issues of The .net Directory 


UK Oo £55.95 Europe* 0 £66.95 Rest of the World* L] £84.95 


“Overseas prices quoted are for airmail only. For information on alternative 
rates please telephone our Subscription Hotline 01225 822511 
(weekdays 8.45am - 6pm) or fax = 01458 274378 (24-hour). 


Please choose your method of payment. 

1. | would like to pay by — L] Cheque (payable to Future Publishing Ltd. We 
can only accept sterling cheques drawn on a UK account.) 

2. | would like to payby (C)visa (C) Access 


Card MUMDET co ssissssceccsnsssosssessoersenssenseseserevesesenssessessseesieazs Expires 


SIGIACUEG...---nssssncoasnsonsronesocsnenstnusounsedesssssesstucaesussesecveeicansies Date 


UK readers — return this coupon by freepost to: .net Subscriptions, 
Future Publishing Ltd, Freepost BS4900, 
Somerton, Somerset TA11 6BR 


Overseas readers — return this coupon (postage payable) to: 
-net Subscriptions, Future Publishing Ltd, Cary Court, 
Somerton, Somerset, UK TA11 6TB 


C1 Please tick this box if you would prefer not to receive information on other offers. 
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.net The Internet Magazine 

Is Britain’s best and best-selling magazine, but 
then you probably already know that by now. 
According to bean-counters at the Audit Bureau 
of Circulation, .net sold an average of 46,991 
copies a month between July and December 
1995. .net costs £3 and is on sale in newsagents 
the length and breadth of the country. Now. 


The .net Directory 
Described by one particularly dissatisfied by 


reader as looking as though it is “produced by 
overweight, sweaty, unshaven, dirty, sleazy 
people in sweatshirts and ragged jeans under the 
influence of drink and drugs” The .net Directory 
reviews and rates more than 1,000 Net sites 
every edition. It’s bi-monthly, it costs £4.99 and 
is available in all good newsagents. 


Save time, money and hassle... 
By subscribing to .met. Call 2 01225 822511 for 


the latest money, effort and time-saving special 
offers, or e-mail subs@futurenet.co.uk 
Alternatively, take a look at the special 
subscriptions page at http://www.futurenet. 
co.uk/net.html Or you could even take 
advantage of the special joint subscription offer 


on the previous page. 


Get more copies of this book... 
Ideal for schools, colleges, businesses and 
Christian communes, you can buy extra copies of 
The Internet Dictionary for a quid each. Call 
@ 01225 822511, e-mail subs@futurenet. 
co.uk or write to us with a big fat cheque. Call if 
you want 100 copies or more and we might be 
able to come to an arrangement. @ 
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